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California Thursdays®

faCT sheeT

WhaT   

California Thursdays® is a collaboration between the 
Center for ecoliteracy and a network of public school 
districts. its goal is to serve healthy, freshly prepared 
school meals made from California-grown food.

Where

California Thursdays takes place across the state,  
in urban, suburban, and rural school districts, both 
large and small. each district has tailored its California 
Thursdays meal to its school community.

Why 

California Thursdays is a powerful catalyst for 
change. California schools serve over 1 billion meals 
annually. a few practical shifts to this massive 
system  represent a major opportunity for schools  
to impact children’s health and academic achievement, 
as well as local economies and the environment.  
By serving a freshly prepared meal of California-
sourced ingredients one day per week, California 
Thursdays provides an achievable path towards 
systemic change.

Who 
 
The Center for Ecoliteracy, a nonprofit that advances 
ecological education in K—12 schools, collaborates 
with 89 districts in 33 counties statewide. The  
California Thursdays network represents 3,195 
schools, an enrollment of over 2 million students, and 
thousands of staff who collectively serve over 334 
million meals a year. California Thursdays is made 
possible by grants from TomKat ranch educational 
foundation, the California department of food and 
agriculture, and donors to the Center for ecoliteracy.

When

on october 25, 2018, as part of a statewide 
Collective action day, students will enjoy fresh, 
healthy lunches prepared by approximately 
15,000 dedicated food service staff who work  
in school districts in the California Thursdays network.

California Thursdays® is based on a 
simple premise: California students benefit 
from eating fresh, California-grown food. 

on october 25, 2018, public school districts 
from around the state — large and small, 
urban and rural — will buy, prep, cook, and 
serve a meal featuring California food. 
The program spotlights 89 innovative food 
service directors, who collectively serve over 
334 million school meals a year and are 
committed to feeding their students freshly 
prepared meals that are  both delicious and 
locally sourced. 

When school districts come together like 
this, it’s a major win for all of California: 
improved student health and academic 
achievement, economic benefits for 
California farmers and local food producers, 
and reduced environmental impacts.
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