
www.californiathursdays.org
Tanya Moss • Brown∙Miller Communications • (800) 710-9333 

“California Thursdays is a great first step  
in celebrating all that California agriculture  
has to offer,” says California Department  
of Food and Agriculture Secretary Karen Ross. 
“It brings awareness to the fresh, wholesome and 
seasonally appropriate bounty of our great state. 
If we feed our children good healthy food, if we 
connect them back to the places, the people and 
the practices that it came from, I think we’re going 
to have great decision makers in our future.” 

“California Thursdays means California food for 
California kids,” says Fred Espinosa, San Diego 
Unified School District’s Manager of Production 
and Acquisition. “It’s an awesome opportunity  
to feature local food and support our local 
economy while feeding kids great food.” 

“It’s time to bring our students the best 
California’s growers have to offer,” says Sean 
Leer, CEO of Gold Star Foods. “We are proud  
to support California Thursdays and our local 
school districts by bringing California-grown 
ingredients from farmers and producers directly 
to lunch trays.”

“California Thursday is more than local food,” 
says James Valles, Food Service Worker at 
Natomas Unified School District. “It’s about 
giving students the best and freshest produce 
that will help build a foundation of lifelong 
healthy eating habits.” 

“The kids look forward to Thursdays,” says 
Deborah Kravitz, Nutrition Services Director at 
Del Norte County Unified School District.
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“Children in schools with farm to school 
programs eat more fruits and vegetables and are 
more willing to try new, healthy foods—important 
steps in the fight against childhood obesity, says 
Jesus Mendoza, Western Regional Administrator 
for the USDA’s Food and Nutrition Service. 
“California Thursdays help to make the healthy 
choice the easy choice for children.” 

“California Thursdays is a great way to help 
students understand the advantage of buying 
locally and what that means to the local 
economy and our carbon foot print,” says Micha 
James, Monterey Peninsula Unified School 
District’s Director of Food Services. “It’s a great 
opportunity to make a small difference where 
you can.”

“our students deserve the best!  and the best 
food comes from right here in California,” says 
Donna Harvel, McNair High School Kitchen 
Manager in the Lodi Unified School District.


