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organizational 
backgrounder

the center for ecoliteracy is a recognized 
leader in developing resources to advance 
ecological literacy in k–12 schools. Founded in 
1995, the Center is a nonprofit that creates and 
publishes books and guides, facilitates professional 
development and conferences, and provides strategic 
consulting to schools and businesses. 

We engage with school communities, foundations, 
filmmakers, and other change agents to further 
education that is smart, hopeful, and vital. Founded 
in 1995, the center creates books and resources, 
offers professional development, and provides 
strategic consulting. our work is based on systems 
thinking, leadership dynamics, and how young 
people learn. We recognize nature as our teacher 
and that sustainability is a community practice.

our books include Ecoliterate: How Educators Are 
Cultivating Emotional, Social, and Ecological Intelligence; 
Smart by Nature: Schooling for Sustainability; and 
Ecological Literacy: Educating Our Children for a 
Sustainable World. among our food-related resources 
are Big Ideas: Linking Food, Culture, Health, and the 
Environment; the Rethinking School Lunch Guide; and 
the cookbook and professional development guide 
Cooking with California Food in K–12 Schools. our 
discussion guides include the academy award-nominee 
Food, Inc. 

the center for ecoliteracy was cofounded by Fritjof 
capra, author and systems thinker; Peter buckley, 
farmer and founder of the david brower center; and 
zenobia barlow, who serves as executive director.  
it is located in the award-winning david brower 
center, a home for environmental and social action 
in berkeley, california.

california thursdays® 
is a collaboration between the center for ecoliteracy 
and a network of public school districts. its goal  
is to serve healthy, freshly prepared school meals 
made from california-grown food. 

What began with a single school district in 2013 
evolved into a pilot program with 15 school districts in 
october 2014 and has now expanded to 89 districts 
in 33 counties statewide. collectively, the california 
thursdays network represents 3,195 schools, an 
enrollment of over 2 million students and thousands 
of staff who serve over 334 million meals a year. 

the program is proudly funded by:

• tomkat ranch educational Foundation

• albertsons companies Foundation

• california department of Food and agriculture

• Marin community Foundation

• new Priorities Foundation

• Panta rhea

• Small Planet Fund

• Sustainable Futures Fund

• the california endowment

• the david b. gold Foundation

• tides Foundation

• united States department of agriculture

• center for ecoliteracy donors
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